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Sounds Of The Underground
Sotu festival 2013 

9,10,11,12 may

Festival
SOTU (Sounds of the Underground) is an annual three-day music festival taking place in the 'Oud West' (old west) district of Amsterdam. The first edition took place in May 2012 and was an overwhelming success.  Like last year, there are busy day and night programs planned across various underground music venues - located close to the city's prestigious Vondelpark.  The three main locations at the core of the festival are:  OT301 (Overtoom 301), OCCII (Amstelveenseweg 134) and the Vondelbunker (Vondelpark 8). Other smaller spots, such as, Budapest (WG-terrein),  't Blauwe Theehuis (Vondelpark)  and De Peper (an independent vegan cafe inside OT301) also play host to related events.

The festival programming includes noise, improv jazz, psychedelia, indie-pop, avant-garde, experimental electronica and a wide range of underground dance music genres. There is an emphasis on local acts, as well touring bands and sound artists. Last years roster of acts was characterized by its programming of predominantly young experimental artists both, new and established. (in total of 93 acts) 
Once again, SOTU is working with local and national curators/collectives/organizations who join forces to program the festival together. These include: Bassculture, Butchers Tears, Club Lederhosen, DIT, Genki Movements, Indie Indie, Lekker Kut Platenmaatschappij, Lemon Community, Long Players Music Market, Lost Property, Moving Furnitures, Narrominded, Schijnheilig, Stichting Doek, Stof X Films and Toztizok Zounds.


SOTU aims to ensure quality every year by working with curators, collectives and organizations whom have proven themselves as genuine contributors to the local scene.  It is important that this festival reflects the knowledgable and hard working underground culture that exists in the Netherlands and abroad. SOTU's fundamentally do-it-yourself approach invites the organizations to  join creative forces, form a collective and make this festival happen.

Organisation
SOTU festival is produced by the Sotu Foundation - a cultural network focused on the promotion of experimental, avant-garde and semi-popular art. Sotu Foundation maintains its contacts since early 2011 with various venues, festivals, curators, booking agencies, artists, communities and mediapartners. The foundation has found that the quality of this network is very high and of great significance to the cultural offer of tomorrow. Through the establishment of the Sotu Foundation, the festival is aiming to present this network of different people, who are mainly engaged in small-scale culture, on a large scale.
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FACTS SOTU FESTIVAL 2012

The frst edition of the Sotu (Sound Of The Underground) Festival that took place at 11/ 12 / 13 May in 

Amsterdam, has proven itself, with a program of alternative culture and independent music, flm and art. The first edition of the festival for musical underground attracted 1100 visitors 

During the festival several performances and concerts took place: guest musicians: 16, bands: 26, live acts: 23, DJs 14, Art: 6 Film / Video: 8, total 93 number of artists, spread over 5 stages and 4 locations. ( OT301 / Peper, OCCII, Vondelbunker, OV Budapest). The frst edition of Sound Of The Underground was realised in cooperation with organizations: Plattegrond, Hallo Gallo, Bomb Diggy, Club Lederhosen, Toztizok Zoundz, Schijnheilig, Lemon Community, Future Friday Features, Experimental YetZet,  A/V Club, Subbacultcha!, 

 HYPERLINK "http://ot301.nl/page=site.home" \l "page-index(3)"
De Peper, Kinderpret, Wonderland  

The festival offered a variety of noise, psychedelia, underground dance, improv jazz, global bass, indie-pop, 

avant-garde. The program included: 78 RPM (NL), Ampi (NL), Astropietra/Sea Urchin (IT/EG), Aux Pulse (NL), Basketball (CA), Bazooka (GR), Belch SingerSonggrinder (NL), Blodfet & Dj Lonely (NL) , Bomb Diggy Unplugged (NL), Boris Scorpio (NL), Chant & Chicory (NL), Cute Heels (BE) , Dagora (NL) & Guests: Peter Stront, Yedo Gipson, Renato Ferreira, De-Peper-Free-Form- Improv-Music-Group (gasten: Sander Linders, Corne Jan Roos, Jerry Spurlock, Stefanos Papamarkou, Francois Dey, Julian Schneemann, Alexandros Papamarkou en een straat muzikant) , Dead Neanderthals (NL), Diamond Catalog (US), DJ Hakki Takki (NL) , DJ Lazer (GER) , DJ Reefteef (NL), Dolphins Into The Future (BE) , Donné et Desirée (NL) , Motel Aurora (NL), Every Bolt Rumbling (NL) , Gay Anniversary (GR), Gonzo DJ’s (NL) , Good Cop/Naughty Cop (NL) , Gum Takes Tooth (UK), Hayvanlar Alemi (TR), Heatsick (UK/GE) , Hungry Soul (BE), Indias Indios (NL), Jasper Stadhouders & Ab Baars, Laser Poodle (GER), Lekkernijen (NL), Little Birth (NL), Lucky Dragons (US), Martin Duvall (NL), Mike Koldin (NL), Mirror Talk (GER), Modern Witch(US), Motel Aurora (NL), Narain Ashad (BD), Orphan Fairytale (BE) , Pak (US), dj Paulusma (NL), Plattetozti Noise Orkest (met: Margriet Kick Ass, Erik van Zwol, The Formulator, Frankie Vis, Dr. Snoodaard, Poul Holleman, Dj Snor Skull, BAHK, Boris Scorpio) (NL), River Area Juke Squad (NL) , Rooie Waas (NL), Sebcat (BE) & Cinnamoon (ES) , Sleep Gunner (NL), Spindokter Ries (NL) , Spoon Lifts Moon (NL) dj Stel-R (BE), dj TAKiMi (NL), Teen Radiation (NL), The Exploding Potatoes (NL), The Neo Schlager (NL), The Traumaclub (NL), dj Toby Paul (NL), Toru & Nora (NL), Treehouse (JP), U.S. Girls (US) 
Extra Program:  Lon Doekes (a/v arts), The Crowdfund Nation (a/v arts), Artun Alaska Arasli (photography), Marijn R.J. Scholte (visual arts) En Garde (Expo), Volle Band Fiets Project (a/v arts) Noise and Resistance (film), The Adventures of Prince Achmed, soundtrack by Lutz Baumann & Hannes Freitag (film), Polonaise (film), Words a Four Letter Fuck (film), Jonna Karanka (FI), James Ferraro (US), Meryll Hardt (FR), AV Club (US) (short films). 

MEDIA & PRESS

The Sotu Festival was supported by partners: Gonzo Circus, Stay Okay (International Hostel Vondelpark), DFM, De Groene Amsterdammer, Amsterdams Fonds voor de Kunst, Subbacultcha!

Printed media: NL20, NRC Next, PS van de Week (Parool), Subbacultcha!, Time Out Amsterdam, Uitkrant

PRE QUOTES:

Joost Heijthuijsen (festival manager Incubate) "Great that there is a new festival that 

believes in the power of groundbreaking music that comes from below. " 

Mirik Milan (night mayor of Amsterdam) "Great new initiative!" 

Gonzo Circus (magazine about new music and culture): 

"Amsterdam has fnally a fne independent music there without 

parochialism, with great attention to the local DIY scene with a unique concept. " 

Dave Clarke (dj & producer & remixer) "Very good news for all!" 

Rush Hour Record Store (Amsterdam)" Wow, fnally a festival that represents the more off key 

and 'interesting' records in our store! Excited for this and future years to come! Full Support!" 

POST QUOTES

Dead Neanderthals (NL): “Sotu Festival was really awesome, thanks for having us. It was a great festival!”

Gum Takes Tooth (UK) “The first SOTU festval in Amsterday was brilliant. Highly recommended to anyone interested in seeing a broad range of international underground music you're unlikely to have heard of before. Look out for it next year.”

Gonzo Circus: "SOTU has proven that there is enough to enjoy in the underground and rebellious music culture, and that there is a world to win.""

VPRO 3VOOR12 / Amsterdam: "The SOTU the organization can look back on a very successful first edition with original programming and great musical variety.." 

Het Parool, Peter Bruyn: “It was straight, playful, informal, sometimes a bit messy, occasionally embarrasing and at other times and most refreshing.”

RADIO

http://www.redlightradio.net/archives/6022

http://soundcloud.com/redlightradio/s-o-t-u-radio-red-light-radio 

http://soundcloud.com/redlightradio/s-o-t-u-radio-red-light 

http://radio.studio-80.nl/show/beautiful-extremes/08-05-2012

ONLINE

http://issuu.com/nlunlimited/docs/nl20_editie_07_2012/19

http://clairecityblog.wordpress.com/2012/05/11/new-in-amsterdam-sotu

http://3voor12.vpro.nl/#!/lokaal/amsterdam/nieuws/2012/mei/3tip19.html

http://3voor12.vpro.nl/#!/lokaal/amsterdam/nieuws/2012/mei/SOTU-Dag-1--.html

http://3voor12.vpro.nl/#!/lokaal/amsterdam/nieuws/2012/mei/SOTU-Dag-3--.html

http://www.gonzocircus.com/exclusief-sound-of-the-underground-nieuw-festival-in-amsterdam/

http://www.gonzocircus.com/nieuwe-eend-in-de-vijver-sotu-line-up-bekend/

http://www.gonzocircus.com/klik-win-sound-of-the-underground/

http://www.gonzocircus.com/review-s-o-t-u-festival/

http://inlog.org/2012/03/16/first-edition-sotu-festival/

http://inlog.org/2012/04/17/complete-lineup-for-first-edition-sotu-festival/

http://www.djbroadcast.nl/news/newsitem_id=6656/DJB_Weekendwijzer.html

http://www.djbroadcast.nl/news/newsitem_id=6676/DJB_Signaleert_Legal_Fiction.html

VIDEO

Dag 01

http://youtu.be/PGLk_gZbmbM

Dag 02

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UBjWM-V7udw
Dag 03

https://vimeo.com/43599761
SOTU LINKS

Website 2012: http://www.s-o-t-u.com

Facebook (500 fans)
Twitter (

 HYPERLINK "https://twitter.com/sotufestival"
https://twitter.com/sotufestival

 HYPERLINK "https://twitter.com/sotufestival"
) (100 volgers)
Mixcloud (http://www.mixcloud.com/sotufestival/)
---

NOTE FOR THE EDITORS

Festival accreditation is available for interested journalists, photographers and other (music) professionals and provides access to all festival venues and concerts during Sotu.. 

Accreditation requests can be directed to

Tamara van der Laarse 

press@s-o-t-u.com
Press & comunication manager

06 15 33 82 53

